
PROVIDENCE — From the night Brooke 

Bibeault walked out of the “Sex and the City” 

movie, with its New York Public Library wed-

ding, in 2008, she said she knew the kind of 

wedding she wanted. 

   Four years later, she had a fiancé. It was time 

to find the venue. 

   “I looked at the Newport mansions, the 

Worcester Art Museum,” she said. “I looked 

all over the place, but everything I saw, there 

was something missing.” 

   Her hairdresser mentioned that the Provi-

dence Public Library was getting into the wed-

ding business, and Bibeault said she decided to 

check it out. 

   The first impression was mixed, she said, 

because the renovations to upgrade the library 

to a high-end reception site were still going on. 

But in subsequent visits, she said, she began to 

see the setting take shape. 

   “It was still pretty raw, but the stairwell 

caught my attention,” she said. “I could see 

myself coming down that stairway and I 

thought, ‘Oh, wow.’ And then there’s the big 

chandelier. That’s such a statement.” 

   “I wanted something historical and magical,” 

she said. 

   The library’s trustees are hoping their 1900 

building’s historical character will work some 

fiscal magic, attracting weddings and business 

meetings that will raise both money and the 

library’s profile. 

   That’s because in 2008, the same year 

Bibeault saw that movie, things started to get 

rough for the library. Since then, its operating 

budget has shrunk from $10 million to about 

$3.5 million. 

   Weddings and meetings won’t replace it all, 

but the library’s catering contractor, Russell 

Morin of Morin Fine Catering, said they could 

make up some of the difference. A historic 

landmark like the Providence Public Library 

could get as much as $150 per person for a 

wedding, he said. Assuming 200 guests at 50 

weddings a year, that’s $1.5 million. 

   More than two dozen weddings and about 20 

meetings and fundraisers have already been 

booked, Morin said, adding that the fast take-

off didn’t surprise him.     

   “Brides don’t want        

hotels anymore,” he said. 
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Christina Grimes and Billy Meyers look over the Ship Room at Providence Public Library on Sunday. The Provi-
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“They want something unique. They  want to 

be creative.” He gestured to the  high ceiling, 

delicate plaster trim and tall, wide windows. 

“And you can’t duplicate this.” 

   Weddings will use the original Washington 

Street entrance. What was the book checkout  

is once again the entry hall. On the lower level, 

where library visitors used to read magazines 

and out-of-town newspapers, wedding guests 

will toast new brides and grooms. 

   Mary Ann Upton, an architect with des-

ignLAB, of Boston, said the opening to the 

lower level, with two stairways from opposite 

walls descending to meet below, was part of a 

1980s renovation. Rather than undo it, it be-

came the focus of the conversion effort. 

   “We decided we weren’t going to re-create 

the original,” she said. “We re-imagined it as 

the Garden Court, turn-of-the-century Paris.” 

   Beneath a golden octopus of a chandelier, its 

curving arms holding about three dozen lights, 

there’s now a fountain in the wall where the 

stairways meet. The landing will be surrounded 

by patio-style tables and chairs. Each support-

ing column will have a topiary or planting 

against it. 

   Stephanie Fanning, another bride who chose 

the library, said the Garden Court was the  
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reason. “I just lost myself,” she said. “It was just 

like a movie.” 

   Another market the library is looking to attract 

is business meetings. For those events there are 

the Ship Room and the Rhode Island Room, to 

the left and right as you come in from the entry 

hall off Washington Street. 

   The Rhode Island Room, on normal days, will 

have tables and cases displaying artifacts from 

the library’s collection. Library Marketing            

Director Tonia Mason said the walls will feature 

blown-up photos from the library’s archive.         

The Ship Room, just as large, has model ships      

in glass cases along the walls. 

   The Providence Children’s Museum has 

booked the library for its annual fundraiser, a 

gala and silent auction. Sara Clarke, the mu-

seum’s events manager, said Morin was part        

of that, as his company has handled their events  

before. 

   The library’s ornate décor was a big selling 

point, she said, because a conventional setting 

might require the extra expense of sprucing it          

up to gala standard. 

   “We don’t have to bring in any decorations,” 

she said. “It’s gorgeous.” 

   Upton said the plan wasn’t to change the li-

brary but to make it more of what it already was. 

Taking care of little things, like hiding exposed 

wiring and then re-creating the complex plaster 

trim that lined the ceiling in multiple lines, was 

the hard part, she said. 

   New elements had to be added, like sprinklers 

that met fire-code standards. Rather than have 

them jutting out of the ceilings, they are cut high 

up into the walls, each popping out like the bird 

in a cuckoo clock, partially hidden behind a 

round disk that matches the color of the wall. 

   “It became like a woman’s makeup,” she said. 

“You want it to look like it looks like that all the 

time; that you were never there.” 
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Mike King and Tracey          

Cullen, both of Hartford, 

Conn., look over the facili-

ties at the Providence Public 

Library on Sunday. They 

plan on getting married in 

2014. 


