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Farm Fresh RI 
Market Mobile Delivers!
“Locally grown foods are an integral part of  our menu,” says Chef  

Joseph Hafner of  Gracie’s Restaurant.   

However, many lament the fact that getting local food isn’t always 

easy. Chefs cannot spend a lot of  time away from the kitchen driving 

directly to the farms to pick up various orders.   Farm Fresh RI Market 

Mobile helps to address that challenge by delivering fresh produce 

from local member farms.  “The Farm Fresh mobile market makes it 

easier for people who have the desire but lack the time to go to farms 

and farmer’s markets,” continues Chef  Hafner.  “Market Mobile and 

the accompanying Farm Fresh RI website keep my menu fresh.  The 

site lets me know what produce is available, what’s coming in – and 

because so many vegetables have a short growing season, that 

information is invaluable.”

Many farmers would love to sell to more restaurants, groceries and 

schools, but don’t always have the time and labor available to make 

deliveries. “I’ve spent some time visiting local farms, and growing my 

own vegetables so I understand the work it takes,” adds Chef  Hafner.  

That’s why Farm Fresh has launched Market Mobile, to facilitate 

buying relationships between RI producers and business buyers and 

institutions.

Josh Miller, owner of  Local 121 couldn’t agree more. “The reason 

that the word ‘Local’ is part of  our name is because we support local 

resources.  At the top of  the list of  those resources are our local farm-

ers and their seasonal harvests.  We’re a proud member of  the Farm 

Fresh RI network and are now taking full advantage of  Market Mobile.”

Here’s who’s buying from Market Mobile in downtown Providence:

• Gracie’s

• Local 121

• McCormick & Schmick’s

For more information about the program, visit: 

http://www.farmfresh.org/hub/.
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Craftland

235 Westminster Street

Ardeo at Waterplace Park

One Union Station

Petit Mange (crepes) 

129 Weybosset (new expanded location)

AUDIT
Lefkowitz, Garfinkel, Champi & DeRienzo P.C. (LGC&D) 

recently completed an audit of  the DID for the 2008-2009 

fiscal year, which ended on June 30th. The report stated 

that the organization is in a solid financial position. To 

review a copy, call the DID office at (401) 421-4450. 
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DOWNTOWN DIRECTIONS

A QUARTERLY PUBLICATION OF THE PROVIDENCE DOWNTOWN IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

FALL 2009

“To continuously 

enhance the quality 

of life in downtown 

Providence.”

Partnership for a 
Greater Kennedy Plaza
The Metropolitan Providence Transit Enhancement Study will soon come 

to a close.  This year-long effort by RIPTA and the City of Providence’s 

Transit 2020 initiative is scheduled to deliver a fi nal report in November 

2009.

As part of this project, RIPTA and Transit 2020 hosted the Greater 

Kennedy Plaza Workshop in late August.  Intended to identify 

opportunities to further improve the pedestrian and transit experience 

in and around Kennedy Plaza, the goal of this working session was to 

‘create feasible solutions to build Kennedy Plaza as a fi rst class public 

space.’

After presentations by representatives of RIPTA, the Providence Planning 

Department, and the Greater Kennedy Plaza program manager, workshop 

attendees were asked to answer the following two questions: 1) If 

Providence is going to create a world class public space, what kind of 

activities do you want to experience in Greater Kennedy Plaza?  2) In order 

to improve the transit experience and create a great destination, how can 

RIPTA reconfi gure its use of the space?

Suggestions from the working groups ranged from changing the traffi c fl ow 

and undertaking construction projects to adding attractions for children 

and families. Common themes included: converting several one-way 

streets into two-way streets around Kennedy Plaza, continuing to program 

more activities and pursue additional vendors, and increasing sidewalk 

space.  

Input from the working groups will be considered by RIPTA and the City 

for inclusion in the fi nal report.  During a public event, slated for this fall, 

RIPTA will also present recommendations for proposed hubs, a street car 

route and rapid bus transit.

Mayor Recognizes DID Efforts
On September 16, 2009 Providence Mayor David Cicilline presented a 

Citizens Citation Award to Frank LaTorre, DID Director of Public Space.  

The DID has played an integral role in the Hospitality Resource Partnership 

(HRP), and this award recognizes the organization’s achievements.  The 

HRP effort is creating a safer late night environment downtown.

The HRP has successfully endeavored to get legislation passed at both 

the state and local level.  Because of this work, new or strengthened laws 

and ordinances include: increasing the penalties for the sale of alcohol to 

minors and imposing stiff fi nes for public drinking and the registration, as 

well as licensing and requiring of industry specifi c training for all those 

working as security at nightclubs to help stem underage drinking.

The Mayor stated that the award was 

presented for “the outstanding support 

of the Hospitality Resource Partnership 

to the mission and operations of the 

Mayor’s Substance Abuse Prevention 

Council, a collective effort that seeks to 

protect youths and adults from harmful 

drug and alcohol use and provides them 

with meaningful opportunities that can 

help them turn their lives around.”  The presentation took place during 

the Annual Mayor’s Breakfast for the Mayor’s Substance Abuse Prevention 

Council at the Radisson Hotel.  

Frank LaTorre (L) receives award 
from Mayor David Cicilline (R) on 
behalf of the HRP.
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Frank LaTorre
Director of  Public Space
Frank Zammarelli
Operations Manager
Rosemarie Durette
Accounting Manager/Office Administrator

Steve Gibson
President, Urban Place Consulting Group, Inc.
Daniel Baudouin
Executive Director, The Providence Foundation
Joelle Kanter
Program Manager, The Providence Foundation
Sally Turner
Writing & Communications
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Throughout this upcoming year, much of our activity will be centered 
on the continuation of Clean and Safe work.  The following provides a 
summary of the 2009-2010 plan.

Initiative One:  CLEAN
While continuing the regular sidewalk sweeping, trash collection and graffi ti 
removal, the Clean Team will place more emphasis on sidewalk power 
washing.  We will also continue to improve our snow removal efforts. 

Initiative Two:  SAFE
The Safe Team will continue providing additional eyes and ears on the 
street to connect with downtown employees, business owners, and 
visitors. Existing focus areas that will still require attention moving 
forward are Greater Kennedy Plaza and the nightclubs.  Through the 
partnership formed between the Greater Kennedy Plaza Working Group 
and the Hospitality Resource Partnership, strong progress has been 
made in addressing both of these issues.  Further, this partnership has 
strengthened their ability to make both Greater Kennedy Plaza and the 
nightclub activity healthy assets of the downtown area.

Initiative Three:  LANDSCAPING
We will continue to maintain our high quality landscape elements that 
include hanging baskets, open planting areas and planter boxes, with a 
limited expansion around Greater Kennedy Plaza.

Initiative Four:  ADVOCACY/THIRD PARTY INTERVENTION
Through our success in identifying problems, informing responsible 
parties and monitoring action, the DID serves as a liaison between 
property owners and city and statewide government. 

Our advocacy role has expanded to include leadership roles in developing 
solutions to larger problems and challenges.  These efforts will continue 
with emphasis on:

• Sidewalk repair   
• Pavement repair
• Signage and wayfi nding
• Snow removal
• Lighting
• Alleys
• Ordinance review

A new area of emphasis, in conjunction with The Providence Foundation, 
will be advocacy for stronger on-street parking policies.  As the City is 
completing a major parking study, it is an opportune time for the private 
sector to increase its advocacy.

Working with the City and State, possible green initiatives will be 
explored.

Initiative Five:  COMMUNICATION, MARKETING & 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Consistent with our original Management Plan, funds have been allocated 
for DID communication and downtown marketing, particularly for retail, 
restaurants and the arts.  There has been success in leveraging these 
funds through The Providence Foundation efforts.  In 2009-2010, 
a modest increase will occur, particularly for residential and offi ce 
marketing, based on plans that have been developed with property 
owners and managers.  This program will be administered in conjunction 
with The Providence Foundation.  Through this effort, the DID can more 
directly help owners in these challenging economic times.

More outreach and communication to downtown stakeholders will be 
explored.  

Initiative Six:  GRANTS
To increase our grant funding, we will seek funding opportunities that will 
help fulfi ll our mission and objectives.

Initiative Seven:  EXPANSION
Together with The Providence Foundation, we will pursue potential 
expansion of the district boundaries under the guidelines that have been 
established by the DID Board. 

Initiative Eight: CONSOLIDATION FOR IMPROVED 
EFFICIENCY AND EFFECTIVENESS
The DID will continue to work in partnership with The Providence 
Foundation on a consolidation plan that can improve the effectiveness 
and effi ciency of both organizations. The fi rst step will be the formation 
of the Downtown Providence Leadership Council. The staffs of both 
organizations will also work together on an experimental Joint Venture 
Project, which may focus on economic development.

To request a copy of the complete program of work, call the DID offi ce at 
(401) 421-4450.

2
0

0
9

-2
0

1
0

 D
ID

 B
usiness P

lan U
pdate

D
O

W
N

TO
W

N
 D

IR
E
C

TIO
N

S   •   FA
LL 2

0
0
9
   •  W

W
W

.P
R

O
V

ID
E
N

C
E
D

O
W

N
TO

W
N

.C
O

M

CLEAN & SAFE SUMMARIES
May 1, 2009 through August 31, 2009

Clean Team:

Trash removed (in lbs.):  159,860

Graffiti tags removed:  1,864

Stickers/handbills removed:  399

Combined Clean & Safe Team:  

Pedestrian assistance:  4,581

Property/business contacts:  2,616

Motorist assistance:  24

Passive panhandling:  271

Aggressive panhandling:  66

DID Planting Program 
Grows Again!
Ablaze all summer with eye popping color, the successful DID planting 

program was featured in the Home Section of The Providence Journal on 

July 12.  Following on the heels of this publicity, other expansions of the 

program have taken place along Washington and Empire Streets. 

We have two new planting areas, located at the Providence Public 

Library’s Washington Street entrance, and on the corner of Empire and 

Washington Streets.  Also along Washington Street, tree beds have 

been planted with fl owers.  And thanks to a new planting program 

sponsorship by the Procaccianti Group, Empire Street now boasts 

13 new planters blooming with ornamental grasses and bright red 

geraniums.  According to Frank LaTorre, Director of Public Space, 

“The DID is proud to expand this beautifi cation project, with even 

more of these gorgeous fl owers for all to enjoy. Thanks to the work of 

our yellow-shirted Clean Team, this festive array of blooms is now a 

traditional part of the downtown experience.”

For the fall, look for planters and open planting areas to feature more 

seasonably muted colors.  Rather than planting mums, which have a 

short life span, Operations Manager Frank Zammarelli has decided to 

plant kales and cabbages this season. 

Moving Toward Customer Oriented Parking
Parking in downtown Providence has remained a persistent issue.  

As our public transit system has been improved and expanded, 

and highways are being moved to open more space around the 

downtown core, the DID and The Providence Foundation are 

meeting with City offi cials about addressing parking needs.  

During a July meeting with Ernest Carlucci, the newly appointed 

Parking Administrator for the City, The Providence Foundation 

and the DID offered recommendations to create a downtown 

Providence public parking system.  The vision for this system 

is customer-oriented, responding to the needs of downtown 

users, who include visitors, employees, employers, residents and 

property owners.  The system should also support downtown 

development goals.

We are prepared to work with the City and other partners in 

specifi c ways that include: 

• increasing the number of on-street parking spaces downtown

• assuring proper time limits for on-street parking

• improving the customer experience that encompasses 

parking signage, and the parking information system

• helping to develop overall parking policies to help new 

garage construction, possible parking shuttle programs, 

event parking and traffi c management and use of a portion 

of new meter revenues for downtown improvements

• forming a downtown parking committee to meet on a regular 

basis with City offi cials to discuss day to day problems and 

opportunities

• and, forming a singular City parking authority.

We will continue to provide updates as this work moves forward.

Upcoming Programs and Events

Firstworks Festival 2009: 

September 24 through November 15. www.fi rst-works.org

Waterfi re: 

October 10. www.waterfi re.org

Downtown Farmers Market (Kennedy Plaza): 

Fridays, through October 30. www.farmfreshri.org 

Gallery Night: 

October 15 and November 19. www.gallerynight.info

Providence Preservation Society Downtown Architecture Tour: 

December 5. www.ppsri.org


