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2008 PLANTING PROGRAM:
THE GREENING OF DOWNTOWN
Last summer, lush baskets filled with flowers and greenery lined the
downtown sidewalks, accenting the city’s beautiful historic buildings and
adding a much-needed dash of color to the neighborhood. The Providence
Downtown Improvement District (DID) launched its planting program in
2007 with more than $20,000 in sponsorship, which contributed toward
90 hanging baskets, 23 planters and 5 open planting areas. According to
Frank LaTorre, DID Director of Public Space, “The community’s response
to the program was incredible, and people were eager for the program to
expand.”
Now, we are ready to kick off our second season with an even stronger
impact. With nearly $60,000 in sponsorship, the DID began planting
flowers in 190 hanging baskets, 50 planters, 5 planting areas, and several
tree wells before Memorial Day. The hanging baskets have been installed
on decorative light poles along Westminster Street and Mathewson Street,
with a significant emphasis on Memorial Boulevard from the intersection
of Francis Street to the Crawford Street bridge. Once again, we focused our
efforts on highly visible open planting areas in key downtown gateways,
such as Memorial Boulevard, Broadway and Broad Street.
The baskets and planting areas feature a variety of blooms ranging from
dahlias, daffodils and sunflowers to impatiens, petunias, and day lilies. The
project will be completed in June, and the landscaping will remain visible
through the fall.
For downtown residents, employees and visitors, the plantings are a
welcome addition to the neighborhood. As Kristen Adamo, Vice President of
Marketing and Communications, Providence Warwick Convention & Visitors
Bureau, explains: “It doesn’t matter if a traveler is visiting a destination for
business or for pleasure, they want the same thing - to know a city is safe,
clean and attractive. The planting work that the Downtown Improvement

District does helps us to reinforce the fact that Providence is a vibrant
community where visitors feel welcome and comfortable.”
Lisa Newman Paratore, owner of HOMESTYLE, recalls her excitement as
she saw the DID truck driving along Westminster Street, filled with the
planting equipment. “This shows how much we care about our city and
want it to be a really special place for people to walk down the street, shop,
and enjoy,” she says. “Customers love seeing the flowers, and the program
clearly works.”
The DID thanks its generous sponsors for the 2008 planting season:
CB Richard Ellis, Providence Place, Rhode Island Convention Center,
Providence Biltmore, GTECH, RISD, Lauderdale Associates, Civic Center
Garage, Granoff Associates, Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse and Wine Bar,
Brown University, Higgins Cavanaugh & Cooney, Cornish Associates,
Emanon Associates, Providence Performing Arts Center, Providence Warwick
Convention & Visitors Bureau, RIPTA, and Summit RES (Westminster
Square).

Any individuals or organizations interested in sponsoring the
plantings should call the DID office at (401) 421-4450.

DID BOARD HEARING RESULTS
On May 15th, the DID held its Public Hearing and approved the 2009 budget, which runs from July 1, 2008 through June 30, 2009. In
adherence to our commitment to property owners to manage the organization in a fiscally responsible way, increases in DID costs and services will
be funded by assessments on new taxable properties and voluntary contributions. Please call the DID office at (401) 421-4450 with any budgetrelated questions.

REVITALIZING KENNEDY PLAZA
Following February’s “Rethinking Greater Kennedy Plaza”
Placemaking Workshop led by the nonprofit Project for Public
Spaces, a series of fun summer activities has been planned
for the area. Deb Dormody, the new Program Manager, has
organized weekly daytime events such as Public Square
Tuesdays and Market Thursdays. As Ms. Dormody explains, her
goal is to “make Greater Kennedy Plaza a welcome destination
that will attract diverse communities.” To create a focal point
for gathering, she has placed café tables and chairs in the
park, providing people with a pleasant outdoor place for coffee
breaks, lunch meetings, and reading. Stop by the park to enjoy

BOARD FEATURE: JOE DiBATTISTA
Joe DiBattista first became involved with the DID as a member
of The Providence Foundation. When he learned about business

the new plantings around Banjotti Fountain, and stay tuned for
more information about regular activities and special events! For
weekly updates, sign up for the City’s Art, Culture and Tourism
e-newsletter: http://www.providenceri.com/ArtCultureTourism/.

similar program was much-needed in downtown Providence. Mr.

In addition, the Greater Kennedy Plaza Security Committee is

DiBattista, who was born in Providence, owns several downtown

headed by Frank LaTorre, DID Director of Public Space along

buildings with partners including 40 Fountain, 101 Friendship, 125

with Lieutenant Figueiredo. Members of the committee, which

Washington, and the garage at 165 Washington. They also own

first met in April, are working together to ensure that the area

a garage on Washington Street that will be incorporated into the

is safe. Kennedy Plaza’s Sergeant Smith is addressing loitering

development of a new extended-stay hotel, the Hotel Sierra, near

and lighting issues near the bus station, and he has been able

the Rhode Island Convention Center and the Dunkin’ Donuts Center.

to secure additional officers for the Plaza during peak periods.

As a member of the DID Board of Directors, Mr. DiBattista sees
what goes on from the inside, and feels good knowing that the DID

CLEAN & SAFE SUMMARIES

teams are keeping the streets clean and safe. He is pleased that
the organization works closely with the city administration, and

January 1 through April 30, 2008

encourages the city to accomplish more. He says that “all DID
programs are profoundly important. If you want to see it, look at the

Clean Team:
Trash removed (in lbs): 101,860
Graffiti tags removed: 1,017
Stickers/ handbills removed: 707

planters. If you want to feel it, come downtown at night.”
Mr. DiBattista is passionate about the city, and describes Providence
as having “the best restaurants in the world per capita.” In
comparison to larger communities, he adds that “the food is

Combined Clean & Safe Team:
Pedestrian assistance: 5,143
Property/ business contacts: 2,696
Motorist assistance: 13
Passive panhandling: 329
Aggressive panhandling: 62

phenomenal, and the shows at Perishable, Trinity and PPAC are
terrific. With the Rhode Island Philharmonic, we have good quality
entertainment, at a scale that people can get tickets and enjoy the
shows. Everything is here, and it’s quick to get into the city from
anywhere in the region.”
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improvement districts in other communities, he realized that a
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COMMUNITY INFO KIOSKS:
Civilized Posting for Downtown Providence
The DID has partnered with the Steel Yard and independent artist Gillian Christy
to create two community information kiosks, providing the arts community with
appropriate places for event postings. One panel of each kiosk features an easyto-read, high quality map generated by Thurlow Small Architecture and designed
by Pinpoint Studio, highlighting major downtown destinations. The DID funded
the project with support from the Providence Warwick Convention & Visitors
Bureau (PWCVB).
In this phase, we chose two locations, keeping pedestrian traffic and visibility in
mind. One is on the corner of Dorrance Street and Fountain Street, near the Avis
rental car station, and the other on the corner of Weybosset Street and Union
Street, directly across from Johnson and Wales University’s Gaebe Commons.
The DID owns the kiosks and will manage them on a daily basis, adhering to
specific posting guidelines. These include a 30-day expiration for postings, a
maximum size of 11”x 17” and a requirement of a date on all announcements.
Once we agree that the kiosks have been successfully managed and utilized, we
will explore opportunities for installing others.

Lynne McCormack, Director of the Department of Art, Culture & Tourism for
the City of Providence adds, “It is wonderful to see that the kiosks will not only
provide visitors and residents with information about our downtown, but are truly
works of art that reflect the city’s commitment to creativity and innovation.”
Designer Gillian Christy, who created the bronze top and orchestrated the
project, thinks of each kiosk “as a quality piece of street furniture, created
locally. It is also functional art that is unique to Providence.” Gillian designs and

DOWNTOWN FARMERS MARKET:

Back for a Fourth Season!

exhibits public artwork locally and nationally, and has been awarded a Citizen’s
Citation from Mayor Cicilline. She received her first large-scale commission in
Providence for the Smokestack Project at the Plant, which was completed in
June 2007.
Howie Sneider, who constructed the kiosk frames, is a Sculptural Metalworking
teacher and the Public Art and Urban Furniture Coordinator at the Steel Yard.
The non-profit organization, which is a program of Woonasquatucket Valley
Community Build, Inc., has more than 9,000 square feet of workshop and
studio space including a metalworking shop, a foundry, and a ceramics studio.

To find out more about the artists, visit:
www.GillianChristy.com and www.thesteelyard.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Gallery Night continues through the fall, offering plenty of cool downtown spots to
visit on the third Thursday of each month. Check the website,

From June 13 through October 31 , the Downtown Farmers Market, managed

www.gallerynight.info often to find out what’s planned. Remaining dates are:

by Farm Fresh RI, will open each Friday from 11AM until 2PM. While the

June 19th, July 17th, August 21st, September 18th, October 16th, and November 20th.

th

st

market will remain in the general vicinity of Kennedy Plaza, this season marks
its move to the sidewalk along Washington Street, near Burnside Park. Sheri

On Saturdays from 12PM to 6PM, visit the Providence Open Market, right on

Griffin, Downtown Market Manager, has said, “I’m really excited about the

Westminster Street between Eddy and Clemence. You’ll find a variety of unique

market growing, and its move to a more visible place within the park. We had

and affordable handbags, jewelry, accessories, antiques, and artisan-made

a successful winter market on Saturdays at AS220, and many of the same

goods. In its second season, the market will run on a weekly basis through June

vendors will return downtown for the summer and fall.” Throughout the season,

28th, and will return for a fall season from September 6th through October 25th.

Sheri will announce entertainment, chef tastings and other special events.

For updates, go to: www.providenceopenmarket.com.

Customers have a variety of options for payment including cash, credit/debit
cards, WIC checks, food stamps/EBT, and senior farmer market coupons. In
addition, customers may use credit cards to purchase Fresh Bucks, which
vendors redeem.
Farm Fresh will also launch a Market Community Supported Agriculture (CSA)
program downtown, which allows a maximum of twenty customers to prepay for shares. CSA stakeholders pay a fixed price of $200 in advance for a
ten-week period, and receive their assortment of fruit, vegetables and artisan
bread from different vendors in a box at each market. To download the CSA
registration form or learn more about the market, visit www.farmfreshri.org.

Sound Session: Providence’s own genre-defying music festival kicks off on July
6th and runs through July 12th. While the Providence Black Repertory Theatre
serves as the home base, events will take place in a variety of downtown venues.
Visit www.providencesoundsession.com for more details about the lineup.
Restaurant Weeks: This event, sponsored by the Providence Warwick
Convention & Visitors Bureau, encourages you to sample some of the region’s
finest restaurants for a pre-selected, pre-fixe three course menu. From July
6th through the 19th, enjoy lunch for $12.95, and dinner for only $29.95 per
person, excluding tax, tip and beverage. Visit www.pwcvb.com/RestaurantWeek,
and make your reservations early!
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According to Martha Sheridan, President of the Providence Warwick Convention
& Visitors Bureau (PWCVB), “The Downtown Improvement District has been
a vital partner, working with us to ensure that every visitor has a pleasant and
memorable stay in our city. These new kiosks will further enhance the visitor
experience in Providence, by providing additional information and resources.”

Photo: Matt Keene from the Steel Yard installing panels on the
Dorrance Street kiosk.
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New Businesses in the District
Retail

Benders Caffé (opening summer 2008), 129 Weybosset
Farmstead Lunch Downcity, 223A Westminster
Boston Sports Club (opening fall 2008), 10 Dorrance
Downtown Shoe Repair, 88 Weybosset
Washington Trust (new branch, coming in August), 160 Westminster
Cigar Masters (Westin), 1 West Exchange
Aspire (restaurant in the Hotel Providence), 311 Westminster
TINI (coming soon), 200 Washington

Office

Agniel Commodities, a full service international brokerage, has moved its
office to 400 Westminster Street. The family-run business brokered over one
million tons of commodities in 2007, and grew almost 200% in that year. The
company trades corn, soybeans, wheat, cottonseed, soybean meal, corn gluten
meal and other commodities, serving markets in Asia, Africa, Europe, and North
and South America.
CW28, the Providence affiliate for the CW network, is moving its office to
275 Westminster Street in mid-August. Its staff of 12 includes a sales and
promotions team, and it partners with downtown-based GMEDIA, which
houses its studio. The station carries shows such as Gossip Girl and America’s
Top Model in prime time, and market-favorite Two and a Half Men. In June,
it will launch a hip new two-minute interactive newscast called THE CW 28
VODCAST that will be taped in the CW28 studio and can be seen both on air
and on the website. Students from area universities, including sponsor NE
TECH, will be the on-air talent, and will work on the production end.

Forensic Risk Alliance, a company with offices in New York and London,
has recently signed a lease at the “iBuilding” at 170 Westminster Street.
The company provides forensic investigation, accounting and litigation
support services, and is excited to become part of the Providence technology
community. As leaders in the development of their industry with substantial
processing capabilities, they were seeking a downtown location that provided
the required bandwidth. They will occupy the entire 2nd floor of the building,
which was originally constructed as the Union Trust Bank and its executive
offices in 1902.
Harvest Financial Corporation has recently leased 4,350 SF on the 3rd floor of
the Turks Head building. Established in 1981, the financial services company
has headquarters in Pittsburgh, and is new to the Providence market.
Symmes Maini McKee Associates, Inc., based in Cambridge, MA, plans to open
a branch office at 400 Westminster Street, which will allow them to serve their
local clients, including Providence College and Blue Cross Blue Shield RI. The
firm, which handles architecture, engineering, planning, and interior design,
was founded in 1955.

