
DOWNTOWN PLANTINGS: 
SOURCE OF PROVIDENCE PRIDE
Yellow has been the color of choice downtown since the DID 
came on the scene in 2005, with team members flaunting 
bright yellow uniforms, trucks, mobile trash cans and other 
equipment. Now, the palette has expanded with a new dash of  
pink, purple and plenty of  green.  The DID completed Phase 
One of  Gates, Leighton & Associates’ Landscape Master Plan 
this summer, and the greening of  downtown Providence is now 
fully underway. 

The long-range comprehensive plan outlines a district-wide 
seasonal planting program, requiring financial support from 
both the private and public sectors.  The initial start-up cost 
was $55,000 for the design of  the Master Plan and its imple-
mentation, including the purchase and maintenance of  ninety-
four 24” hanging flower baskets, three 4’ concrete planters 
and four 4’ steel planters. Colorful plantings have also bright-
ened public areas such as the median at Emmet Square, the 
median on Memorial Boulevard at Dyer Street, another median 
on Memorial Boulevard near Waterplace Park, and the area in 
front of  Providence Performing Arts Center (PPAC) on Wey-
bosset and Mathewson streets. 

We thank our corporate partners, Cornish Associates, Granoff  
Associates, Hallmark Properties and PPAC, for contributing 
to the program.  The City of  Providence has also collaborated 
with the DID to plant nearly two-dozen trees downtown, and 
special thanks go to the Office of  the Mayor, the Parks Depart-
ment, the City Forester, the Department of  Planning and Eco-
nomic Development, and the Neighborhood Planting Program 
for their involvement. 

The DID is now entering Phase Two of  the Landscape Master 
Plan, replacing summer plants with mums and other seasonal 
choices. DID Clean Team members will continue to maintain 
the sidewalk planters, ground cover, and hanging baskets us-
ing high-capacity watering equipment throughout the fall and 
winter months.

Looking at Weybosset Street, Alan Chille, PPAC General Man-
ager, describes the DID as “a great success story.” He adds, 
“Years ago, I would visit other cities and wish that we could 
have what they have. To see hanging baskets in downtown Prov-
idence is just so exciting. It used to be difficult to get stickers 
off  of  the poles, let alone have flowers hanging!”

DOWNTOWN DIRECTIONS

A PUBLICATION OF THE PROVIDENCE DOWNTOWN IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

FALL 2007

NEW BUSINESSES
Fleming’s (steakhouse), One West Exchange
Grandburo Design (apparel), 60 Eddy
La Femme Boutique, 100 Fountain
OOP! (gifts), 220 Westminster 
Sneaker Junkies, 251A Weybosset 

NEW LOCATIONS (We’ve moved!)
Downcity (restaurant), 50 Weybosset
Impulse (salon), 53 Weybosset

To contribute to next year’s planting program or request more 
information, call Frank LaTorre, DID Director of Public Space: 
(401) 421-4450. When you agree to participate, your initial do-
nation will cover the purchase of  equipment and the installation 
of  new plant materials. A nominal annual fee will also help the 
DID replenish the plants and provide ongoing maintenance. The 
program has already had a significant impact on the city, and 
community-wide support will ensure its sustainability.
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DowntownIMPROVEMENTD I S T R I C T
40 Fountain Street – 2nd floor

Providence, RI 02903 
PH (401) 421-4450 
FX (401) 421-4417  

www.providencedowntown.com
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After its construction as a hotel in the 1890s and its 

expansion in 1917, the landmark Dreyfus building 

had been used as a Johnson & Wales dormitory in the 

1970s before it sat vacant on the corner of Washington 

and Mathewson streets for more than a decade.  

AS220, (www.as220.org) a non-profit community arts 

center that provides a forum for Rhode Island’s creative 

and arts communities, recently breathed new life into 

the building with an adaptive reuse.

When AS220 was ready to expand beyond its base 

on Empire Street, its artistic director Bert Crenca, 

and development director Lucie Searle, immediately 

recognized the Dreyfus as a hidden gem, with its 

gorgeous façade, historic value, and workable scale. 

They negotiated with Johnson & Wales for the purchase 

of  the building, knowing that the rehabilitation would 

be a challenge requiring additional subsidies and tax 

credits. Whereas they spent $1.2 million on their Empire 

Street rehabilitation in 1993, the total project cost for 

the Dreyfus (a building with comparable square footage) 

exceeded $7.6 million. Architects Durkee, Brown, 

Viveiros & Werenfels, based in Providence, designed 

the restoration of  the building, and TRAC Builders, in 

Johnston, managed its construction. 

While it still “feels like AS220,” according to Crenca, 

the Dreyfus project required a different level of  detail, 

involving a complete gutting and rehabilitation. Both 

AS220 properties offer youth programming, but the 

Empire Street space has a stronger public community 

function, while the Dreyfus has more limited access. 

Its upper floors have fourteen live/work studios with 

kitchenettes, of  which eleven are affordable and three 

are market-rate, ranging from 420 to 550 square feet. 

It also has ten smaller work studios, including office 

space, an archive room and a communal print shop, 

as well as a visible ground-level gallery on Mathewson 

Street. The studios were all rented in March, and on 

May 1st, tenants officially moved in.

Local 121 now occupies the formal ground-floor 

restaurant space and basement-level conference room.  

Owned by State Senator Josh Miller, the restaurant 

features local organic produce, fish and meat, along with 

locally made beer and wine, and shares AS220’s values 

and a real commitment to arts and culture. It hosts a 

variety of  programs including Irish music sessions in the 

Tap Room, featuring Providence fiddlers Jimmy Divine 

and his daughter Hannah, as well as film noir nights in 

the speakeasy. To view menus and a program schedule, 

visit: www.local121.com. 

Clean Team:

Trash Removed (in lbs): 103,585 

Graffiti tags removed: 876

Stickers/ handbills removed: 811

Combined Clean & Safe Team:

Pedestrian assistance: 7,911 

Property/business contacts: 4,220

Motorist assistance: 2,534

Passive panhandling: 596

Aggressive panhandling: 82

BOARD MEMBER APPRECIATION: 

MARIA RUGGIERI 
The DID wishes former Board member Maria Ruggieri 
continued success with her bridal and specialty jewelry 
company, Ti Adoro Jewelry. Her designs are now available 
in 60 boutiques in the United States, along with shops in 
Canada, Mexico and the United Kingdom. Although Ti Adoro 
was formerly based in Maria’s downtown live/work studio, 
she recently relocated to a larger facility to accommodate 
the company’s growth, and therefore, her term as the 
Board’s residential appointee has ended. 

Maria was one of  the founding Board members of  the 
DID, and her contributions to the downtown community 
are incomparable. Through her role as president of  the 
Downtown Neighborhood Alliance, a grassroots organization 
that she helped form in 2003, Maria has expanded the 
dialogue about downtown quality-of-life issues such as 
safety, lighting, and the late-night environment. As a leader 
on the DID’s marketing committee, she helped to set up the 
new downtown website and brand the district as a whole.  

Maria’s volunteer efforts are greatly appreciated, and while 
she no longer holds a Board position, we expect her to 
continue accomplishing wonderful things in the Providence 
community!  Susan LaPidus, a resident of  Regency Plaza 
and treasurer of  the DNA, has stepped in to fill the vacated 
residential role, and she is thrilled about the opportunity. 

DID AUDIT COMPLETION: FY ‘06-’07
CPA firm Lefkowitz, Garfinkel, Champi and DeRienzo, PC completed the 
audit for this fiscal year, from July 1, 2006 to June 30, 2007. According 
to the auditors, the DID is fiscally sound; there were no audit negative 
findings and the fiscal procedures meet accounting standards. 
To review the audit results, contact Rosemarie Durrette, DID 
Accounting Manager/Office Administrator at (401) 421-4450 
or visit the DID office at 40 Fountain Street. 

NEW LIFE FOR THE DREYFUS

Storefront Improvement Loans and Grants
To help with the Dreyfus project, the PPS Revolving Fund gave AS220 a $10,000 matching grant through its 

Downcity Fund. The money has helped AS220 restore the transom and stained glass windows and replace 

the marble skirting around the building. The Fund also provided Local 121 with a $19,000 loan for new 

signage. Other recent recipients have been ENO (fine wines) with a $1,000 signage grant and DownCity 

(restaurant) with a $5,000 grant for a new door and storefront windows. For more information about the 

terms and conditions of the Downcity Fund’s storefront improvement loans and matching grants, contact 

Lisa Milano, Downcity Program Manager: (401) 272-2760 or milano@ppsrf.org.

PROGRESS ON DOWNTOWN’S MOST 

CHALLENGING SECURITY ISSUES
In recent months, Providence’s Hospitality Resource Partnership 

(HRP) has addressed late-night issues such as noise, traffic 

and vandalism. Through a successful pilot program, the group 

scheduled twelve additional roving police officers downtown 

between 11:00 pm and 3:00 am on Thursday, Friday and 

Saturday nights in May and June.

In a July meeting, the group recommended adding a second 

pilot program from Labor Day through mid-October.  When the 

pilot ends, the HRP will determine the feasibility of  creating a 

permanent program to be funded through a minimal assessment 

on clubs and parking lots. Moving forward, the group will 

continue to tackle related late-night issues such as access to 

alcohol, enforcement of  the drinking age, and slow-moving traffic 

at closing time. To participate in those discussions, call the DID 

office: (401) 421-4450. The DID is a founding member of  the 

HRP.

CLEAN & SAFE SUMMARIES
Statistics for May 1st through August 31st 2007
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As we look ahead to the holidays, we encourage you to sup-
port the downtown markets and the city’s fall arts events. 
These programs are not to be missed!

Providence Open Market: Saturdays from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm 
(through October 27th), on the corner of Westminster and Union 
streets. You’ll find local artists selling photography, paintings, pottery, 
jewelry, handbags, clothing, paper goods and more. Visit: 
www.providenceopenmarket.com. 

Downtown Market: Fridays from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm (through 
October 26th), next to the Bank of America City Center and Ken-
nedy Plaza. Taste Rhode Island’s finest fruits, veggies and baked 
goods from Barden Family Orchard, Simmons Farm, Hill Orchards, 
Red Planet Vegetables, New Harvest Coffee, Seven Stars Bakery 
and more! Check: www.farmfreshri.org for information about this 
market and others throughout the state. 

ArtWindows: The current window installations at Trinity Repertory 
Company, the URI campus, and other downtown locations will remain 
in place through November 16th. For a downloadable map,  
visit: www.providencedowntown.com. 

Gallery Night: Two nights remain this season: Thursday, October 
18th and Thursday, November 15th. BankRI Gallery, Chapel Gallery 
& Labyrinth, Copacetic Rudely Elegant Jewelry, Gallery at 17 Peck, 
risd|works, Sol Koffler Gallery, and URI Feinstein Providence Campus 
Gallery are all participating. Visit: www.gallerynight.info for up-to-
date exhibit information. 

FirstWorksProv: Through November 3rd, enjoy Pixilerations, a digital 
art showcase, along with a range of dance, song, and instrumental 
performances. For details, visit www.firstworksprov.org.

Providence for the Holidays: Starting in November, visit: 
www.providencefortheholidays.com to learn about festive 
events planned throughout the city!

Rhode Island Festival of Trees: This statewide holiday 
event welcomes more than 10,000 visitors to the Rhode Is-
land Convention Center from Friday, November 30th through 
Sunday, December 2nd. Sponsored by Dunkin’ Donuts and 
supported by the Rotary Club of Providence, all proceeds 
benefit the Rhode Island Coalition for the Homeless. 
www.rifestivaloftrees.com

 

Holiday Stroll: Providence Preservation Society is hosting 
its 2007 Holiday Festival and Benefit Street Stroll on De-
cember 7th and 8th. This year, the festivities will extend into 
the downtown area with a parade leading up to the City’s 
tree lighting in front of City Hall on that Saturday. Families 
will have a chance to skate for free following the ceremony, 
and they’ll enjoy entertainment, food and fun throughout the 
streets of downtown. www.ppsri.org

Craftland: Shop the annual holiday sale featuring handmade 
products on Westminster Street from December 1st through 
the 22nd. www.craftlandshow.com 
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